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 Hello. I just wanted to say a huge thank you to all the organisers and volunteers 
for an amazing day of running. I was a very late last minute, no training whatsoever entry, 
as was really quite worried about the day. But it was just amazing. Excellent organisation, 
Covid friendly, calm and quiet and each and every Marshall was beyond awesome. Such 
welcoming support. Made me very tearful. Do please pass on my thanks. I tried to say 
thank you to each one but was somewhat dead on my feet. Awesome day! Well done x

Boris and his government should take a lesson from your brilliant organisational skills!...... 
You’ve all worked so hard for us so we could enjoy our very special run. Thanks again Best 
wishes for next year!

Regards Sally Anne Kirk ( Hardley Runners)

 Hello, amazing 5K event yesterday, well done. Loved the venue and very impressed 
with your organisation and attention to safety. Thankyou for a great event, well done and 
Thankyou for all your hard work to get the event to happen.

Thank you so much for letting me change distance but even more than that, thank you so 
much for putting on another awesome event! I loved it! What a beautiful route! Marshals 
were so lovely and supportive! You have done an amazing job to do this in such challenging 
times! Xx

 Hey guys. Just wanted to say a huge thanks for today’s event. Excellent 
organisation, beautiful location, and just great to be running outside around real people. 
Amazing work.  

 I just wanted to thank each and every person for the brilliant organisation of the 
New Forest Runs today. This was my first run since receiving all clear from cancer. It was a 
huge milestone for me for so many reasons, not least that my fitness is returning. The venue 
and route were superb and I can honestly say, it was the Best 5km I have ever done.

Thank you again for organising this, a godsend I’m sure to many of us.



 I would just like to say what a great day it was today and the way this was ran and 
organised was fantastic. It was such a shame it could not have been the full event but the 
way it was done was very professional and loved it.
 
It was my 213th marathon and have ran them all over the world and this was my first since 
lockdown but felt totally safe and the work you must have put in to achieve this must have 
been a nightmare.
 
Thanks to all your support staff, your marshals were fantastic and the aid stations were 
great. Look forward to next year and a normal event I hope.

 
 Massive thankyou for putting on your event, I thought it was superb. Very well 
organised and shows that events can run under these circumstances. I wish more events 
would copy your blue print 

Was a challenging course but really enjoyable.

Would certainly recommend your event and I will be back next year for a crack at 
improving my 2nd place

 Just wanted to say how fantastic the New Forest Marathon was yesterday - it was 
my first marathon and the setting was stunning, the organisation faultless and the most 
‘COVID’ compliant place I have been. everyone was awesome and the marshalls were all 
so lovely, enthusiasic and great to see them as sometimes i was completely on my own on 
part of the run (remarkable social distancing) . Smiles everywhere although I was wincing 
more towards the end. 

Thank you all so much for your hard work and dedication - because you made this happen 
I have been able to raise over £1000 for MIND charity and ticked my bucket list box of 
running a marathon - you are all heros and keep up the good work and see you next year 

 Thank you so much for today – completed the 10K & got a personal best!! What an 
amazing experience, so pleased to have been able to take part in a run in 2020.
I’m sure that this was down to the amazing organisation of the event. I thought that COVID 
safety systems were well thought out & well executed. Perhaps this will be a standard to 
be adopted by other running events? Thank you to the organisation teams & the great 
marshalls
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 Well done today. A superb, well organised event with very friendly staff.
The “Covid” arrangements were well conceived and brilliantly implemented, effective 
without being onerous. I thought the funnel worked particularly well as did the one way 
circuit.

Well done!

 Dear Race Directors, marshals, volunteers and event crew ,
Having ran the marathon yesterday I want to thank you for a fantastic race and for getting 
the race on .

So many races were cancelled early and no attempt to try and out the race on. I know you 
have all worked tirelessly. I have now done the new forest marathon on all three courses 
at Giles, Brocken hurst and new Milton . Yesterday was tough but great scenery. There 
wasn’t one Marshall who didn’t say well done and very encouraging. Whoever had the 
task of cutting the grass in places a very big thank you . I felt totally safe and secure with 
covid guidelines on your race . This is the second race I have done post covid . Well looking 
forward to new forest 2021 don’t mind where you stage it but how about for a change a 
totally flat one ?? Only joking I like the hills

 I just wanted to send a big thank you for putting on such a fabulous event yesterday 
in such difficult circumstances. This was my first ever marathon and whilst not how I 
imagined it would be, I had an unbelievable day that I will never forget. Special thanks to all 
the marshalls who were amazing throughout.

It was a day of light and hope in dark times.

I hope to be back again next year.

Thank you.

 Hi there, I completed the 10k today at St Giles House, and I wanted to say what an 
amazing event it was. The marshalls were fantastic, everyone was so warm and friendly with 
lots of cheering and encouragement. It really didn’t matter that spectators weren’t there as 
your marshalls more than made up for it! It was well organised, I felt totally safe in terms of 
COVID and the setting was stunning. Killer hills though. Thanks for putting on such a great 
event in such challenging times, looking forward to next year already!
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 We just wanted to say a heart felt thank you for such an amazing weekend. I ran the 
full marathon on Saturday and my husband ran the half today. The organisation from initial 
sign up to final registration and race day has been exceptional. We cannot fault a thing - 
you have certainly set the standard for COVID safe running events.

The New Forest Team were such a fantastic support at the drinks stations and check points 
- their happy faces and words of encouragement kept us going - they were all absolutely 
outstanding.

The route was both beautiful, diverse and challenging and far exceeded our expectations.
We really appreciate the extra work that was involved in putting this event on but the 
positive impact for people’s mental health and wellbeing cannot be under estimated. 
We are genuinely grateful for the opportunity to run at such a wonderful location with 
so many motivational and inspiring people and such outstanding organisation and team 
atmosphere.

You are all absolute stars - we cannot thank you enough. We will definitely be returning 
next year.

 Hi can’t thank you all enough for an amazing race today I’ve not experienced such a 
lovely group of Marshall’s etc    Thankyou all for a super day x

 Thank you for my aching tired heavy legs!!!
What a super lovely day. Incredibly well organised, welcoming, marshals, paramedics and 
ALL volunteers genuinely encouraging and supportive. Fabulous atmosphere in a stunning 
location. even with all the restrictions.
Well done!!!

 I ran the marathon on Saturday. I just wanted to say “very, very well done” for your 
organisation of this event. The fact that you managed to hold it all in current circumstances 
is pretty amazing, and the way you actually organised and ran the events on the day was 
brilliant – you seemed to think of everything that could/should be done to both keep the 
competitors save from the dreaded virus and also to ensure we had as good an event as 
could possibly be hoped for. Very well done!! One other thing – the marshals and other 
volunteers that were all around the course were absolutely brilliant – they were clearly 
trying their best to make up for the lack of spectators by offering encouragement and 
support and they were brilliant. Please tell them that their efforts were hugely appreciated 
as we slogged around the course.
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 I want to express my appreciation of such a well organised event over the recent 
week end. Considering the condition at present, It was amazing to witness how everything 
went so smoothly.

Congratulations to you both.

 Sincere thanks for yours and your teams efforts with the races over the weekend!
Absolutely well organised and totally felt safe during these uncertain times!

You also sorted my entry to 10k out well worth the effort as I managed to come first in my 
age group  that was a hat trick for me! Hence a happy Monday!

Thanks again

 I just want to say a very big thank you for all the effort you went to to lay on this 
event under really difficult conditions. You all did a superb job.
Thanks to the Earl of Shaftsbury for making his estate available. It was a great venue.
Thanks to the organisers. To move venue and put on a socially distanced event at such 
short notice is an amazing achievement. Congratulations!
Thanks to the Marshalls, who, without exception, were friendly and encouraging in exactly 
the right measure.
This was my seventh full marathon, but my first for 19 years! My previous marathon was the 
2001 New Forest Marathon. I am so glad I started running marathons again at the age of 
62. And there could be no better event to resume my marathon running career.

 Just wanted to say a massive thank you for organising such a brilliant event 
yesterday. You must have worked incredibly hard to put on the event in such difficult 
circumstances, so I just wanted to let you know how grateful I am.

Like most runners, I’ve really missed organised running events this year, so it was awesome 
to be back running at a competitive event. It was very slick and organised, and I felt very 
safe. The marshall’s were awesome too - really cheerful and supportive - brilliant!

It was a tough race for me, and I was way off my normal pace - guess I’ll have to come 
back next year for another try!
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 Hello

I took part in the half marathon this past weekend. I just wanted to say I was really 
impressed. You’d think you ran that event like that on the regular.

Thanks to everyone involved and I really appreciate the effort put in.

Martin

 Dear New Forest Marathon organisers

I took part in the NF 10km on Sunday and I just wanted to email to say that I had a 
lovely time and it was great to be able to race again. (I’d almost given up on 2020!) The 
organisation was amazing and I felt very safe with all the ‘COVID safe’ procedures, I’m sure 
that it must have taken a lot of time, energy and stress to organise given the ever changing 
rules but you all pulled it off brilliantly. Also loved the traffic light start, got a better start 
than I normally would! The course was lovely and all the marshals did a great job of 
standing in for the spectators (especially the lady at the end). I’d love to run there again and 
in the New Forest next year! I’ve completed the NF 10km the last 3 years now so bring on a 
fourth!

Looking forward to 2021 in whatever form it comes.

 Hello...
Just to let you know, it was a fantastic event.
The scheduled start meant parking was easy, no queues for the loos, the marshalls were 
cheerful and encouraging...in fact it was the best organised event we have ever done.
I think there were a lot of positives from this weekend...it actually turned out very well !!
Thanks again and looking forward to next year.
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Visit www.facebook.com/newforestmarathon for more!


